
Germplasm bank
A germplasm bank was created to preserve natural park species 
genetic diversity and to restore its ecosystems to an original 
state after fire.

Increasing forest fire events put under threat the biodiversity of Baixa
Limia-Serra Do Xurés Natural Park. Fires, triggered by droughts and
rising temperatures, increase ecosystem degradation and species loss.
Germplasm banks are a tool designed to create endangered species
and species varieties stocks.

Germplasm bank allows to restore ecosystems meanwhile local native
plants are saved from extinction.

A Germplasm bank was desgined at the legal and technical level. Its
key objectives are biodiversity conservation and natural park
restoration.

Nearly sixty species with bank housing interest were identified on
field and incorporated on the protocol. This included sampling both
endangered species or species with international conservation
interest of the Natural Park, that are valuable to preserve, and
common species, that compose the Park main habitats.

Herbarium specimen description files were elaborated for these
species. Its taxonomic characteristics, phenology, ecological
characteristics, habitat distribution and presence in the Natural Park
were detailed.

A particular protocol was elaborated for every species on that
catalogue. Information included in the protocol necessary for
preserving and introducing species back to the field. :

The creation of the germplasm bank would allow the effective
introduction of species adapted to the conditions of the area and
therefore more resilient to climate change and its associated risks, for
the restoration of ecosystems after fires.
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